INTRODUCTION
Fetal intra-abdominal umbilical vein (FIUV) varix is a focal dilatation of the umbilical venous diameter at the level of cord insertion. The diameter of the umbilical vein normally increases linearly with gestational age. However, although FIUV is rare and the cause is currently unknown, the condition can be diagnosed by antenatal ultrasound (1) A fetal intra-abdominal umbilical vein varix has been described differently by different studies, few studies described it as an index portion of the umbilical vein that is at least 50% wider than the non dilated portion or dilatation of 9 mm or greater (2) whereas others have defined it as a measurement that is more than 2 SDs above the mean for gestational age. The first description of a fetal intraabdominal umbilical vein varix was of several cases with grave fetal outcomes (5) and most of the initial studies were case reports with mortality rates of up to 43%. (6, 7) In recent reports, the neonatal prognosis was found to be substantially better than that reported in older studies. 
